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Christian Mentoring Summit

When: Oct. 26-28
Where: St. Petersburg, Florida

Why: To learn, grow and network so that
kids can be transformed through mentoring.

How: For registration and details visit
www.CAYM.org.

What else: Join us early, Oct 24-25 for
our Christian Mentoring Institute - basic
and advanced mentor ministry training.

Summer 2008 -

Christian Association of Youth Mentoring

Our vision is to create a movement whereby every church sees
mentoring as an essential ministry to vulnerable youth in the
church and a vital outreach to kids and families in the community.

Getting to the Summit

Have you heard of Robert Raikes? Maybe not, but he’s the inspiration for
you to head to the Christian Mentoring Summit 2008 in St. Petersburg.

Over two hundred years ago, Raikes saw the needs of “urchins” on the
streets of England — the kids you read about in the Charles Dickens novels —
the children working in factories along with orphans and homeless families.
In 1780 he started the Sunday school movement to bring the hope of the Gospel
to the most vulnerable children in the most prosperous nation in the world.

Fifty years afterwards, without the
help of telephones, computers and the How can we create an
internet, 1,250,000 children attended enduring movement to
Sunday school in England — one quar- reach 1.25 million youth?
ter of the country’s youth population.

We know that Sunday school, while ubiquitous, has veered far from the
original mission. Although it serves a great purpose in training our children,
what about today’s “urchins” — the children born to unwed moms — the chil-
dren separated from parents by divorce and our modern day orphans — kids
in foster care and group homes?

We no longer have Dickensian poor houses. But the poor are still with us,
and their children continue to greatly suffer. Our current “urchins” dwell in
homes, neighborhoods and schools that suffocate the hope in their young
lives. Yes, there will always be an Oliver Twist, who through intelligence,
wit and the help of caring people rises above the oppression, but the over-
whelming majority continue to perpetuate the hopelessness of their family
and economic cycles.

Mentoring is a method that can reach these children and their families,
whether they are orphans in group homes or the children of the single mom
sitting in the pew in front of us. The question is, how can we create an en-
during movement so that 1.25 million of our most vulnerable youth have a
Christian mentor?

Like Raikes, we live in the most prosperous nation in the world — a nation
that is also filled with needy kids and families. We also share the same Savior
whose heart aches for them.

On October 26-28, we will meet in St. Petersburg for our Christian Men-
toring Summit. You are part of this movement, a grass roots movement in
churches and ministries throughout the country, to bring the hope of Christ
to kids and families through mentors. Come to Florida. Bring someone with
you. Together, we will move Christians to mentor our youth.
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Education: A Great Divide

Great Neck South High School on Long Island has its own Opera Company along with a
myriad of advanced educational and athletic opportunities that provide students with
the best this country has to offer. The Lab School in the Bronx has neither windows
nor a gym and despite its name, has no science labs. These schools are twelve miles
and many worlds apart.

America is the land of opportunity, but for some of our citizens, the options

are very limited. Most of us have little influence over the politics, economics L
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and culture that affect the lives of our most vulnerable youth, but here are - e

three ways mentors can make a difference: ==L )
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¢ Acknowledge the divide: e want to believe that there is equal opportu- 0
nity in America, but inequality rules this fallen world. Acknowledging that [ et .
The Lab School n the -

some kids are starting life with great disadvantages beyond their control helps

mentors understand their world and look for creative ways to broaden the

child’s horizons.

¢ Cross the divide: The more mentors understand the child’s culture, family and environment, the more likely they
are to build a relationship that can bring hope and opportunity into their lives. Mentors need to observe and learn
in a nonjudgmental way that helps them understand the opportunities for hope as well as the cycles of dysfunction
in their protégé’s world.

¢ Address the divide: “Feeling sorry,” “liberal guilt,” or even “Christian guilt” does nothing to help a kid. Looking
for ways to broaden their worldview through opportunities that expand their vision for the future can bring hope in

a limited world. Mentors can seek opportunities for kids to explore their gifts and talents.
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Peter Vanacore, Executive Director
For almost thirty years, Peter has been working with at-risk youth. He served as Area Director and Staff Supervisor with Long Island Youth Mentoring,
focusing on mentoring to adjudicated teenagers and youth from abusive homes. He started and later oversaw a mentoring program to incarcerated
juveniles. He later served as the National Field Director of Straight Ahead Ministries, an outreach to incarcerated youth. Peter is on the part-time faculty
of Gordon College where he teaches courses on at-risk youth and families. He and his wife, Dianne, live in Massachusetts.
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